
Donovan Leroy Reichenberger
August 5, 1927 - December 14, 2020

Graveside Services for Donovan Leroy Reichenberger will be 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 17, 2020, with Father Bala Sagili Jesudas officiating.
Interment will be in the Sacred Heart Cemetery under the direction of Marshall
Funeral Home of Alva. 

 

Donovan Leroy Reichenberger was born on August 5, 1927, to Joseph A. and
Cecilia (Thimmesch) Reichenberger in Mt. Hope, Kan., and passed to his
eternal life on December 14, 2020. Graveside services will be held on
Thursday, December 17, at 2:00 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Cemetery, Alva,
Okla., with Father Bala Sagila Jesudas officiating. A celebration of Donovan’s
life will be held later in 2021. 

 

As a child with five siblings, Donovan moved to Sharon, Kan., where he
graduated from high school. 

Beginning in 1945, Donovan served in the U.S. Navy for 18 years with
assignments in the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets. He served during World War II
and the Korean War. During this time, he married the love of his life, Dorothy
Teutschmann, on June 6, 1958. Following his naval service, they moved to
Alva, Okla. Donovan took only two-and-a-half years of study at Northwestern
State College and graduated in 1965 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social
Science. He then earned a Master’s degree from Wichita State University in



1967. 
 

Donovan joined Northwestern State College’s History Department in 1967. He
completed additional graduate studies at the University of Kansas and the
University of Oklahoma. Donovan retired from Northwestern Oklahoma State
University in December 1992 after 25 years of service. 

In the 47 years of their marriage, Donovan and Dorothy were passionate
patrons of the arts. They were dedicated in their attendance at Northwestern’s
concerts and theatre productions. After Dorothy’s passing in 2005, Donovan
established a memorial scholarship in his wife’s name to support students in
the university’s Vocal Department. Donovan’s dedication to the music and
theatre programs has grown with four endowed scholarships and six endowed
Chairs, all established to provide numerous students with a quality fine arts
education. Donovan also endowed a history scholarship. 

 

Donovan’s heart for service went beyond the classroom. He served on the
Share Medical Center Board and the Cherokee Strip Museum Board. He also
served on Alva’s Centennial Planning Committee. Donovan was a faithful
member of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Alva. 

 

Donovan served as a Northwestern Foundation & Alumni Association trustee
since 1993. He retired in 2013, becoming Trustee Emeritus at that time. 

Donovan continued to enjoy the talents of the Northwestern vocal and theatre
students until his health declined in the last few years. Students were fond of
him and they showed their affection by planning and delivering special
performances for him in his home. 

The Donovan Reichenberger Fundraising Award was established in 2010 to
honor Donovan’s example of generosity and fundraising service. The award



recognizes the private fundraising efforts of Northwestern’s faculty and staff. 

Donovan was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy; his parents; his sister
Lonetta Carlile; and his brothers Cletus Reichenberger and Dr. Jerome
Reichenberger. 

 

He leaves to mourn his passing his sisters, Oringa McGuire, Alva and
Rosemary Soptic, Kansas City, Kansas; other relatives; and countless friends,
alumni and grateful students. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Northwestern Foundation &
Alumni Association, 709 Oklahoma Blvd., Alva, Okla., 73717. Arrangements
by Marshall Funeral Home.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 16. 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Marshall Funeral Home of Alva
230 Flynn Street. P.O. Box 804
Alva, OK 73717
(580) 327-2311
https://www.marshallfuneralhomes.com/

Visitation

DEC 17. 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM (CT)

Marshall Funeral Home of Alva
230 Flynn Street. P.O. Box 804
Alva, OK 73717
(580) 327-2311
https://www.marshallfuneralhomes.com/

Graveside service

DEC 17. 2:00 PM (CT)

Sacred Heart Cemetery
Alva, OK 73717

https://www.marshallfuneralhomes.com/
https://www.marshallfuneralhomes.com/
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January 30, 2023 at 03:38 AM

Donovan Leroy Reichenberger

Marshall Funeral Homes - December 17, 2020 at 04:24 PM

1 file added to the album Video Tribute

Timmy Earle - December 16, 2020 at 01:51 PM

I did not know the man, but from what I read he was an astonishing
man, with a lot completed in his life time. I am an employee with
Northwestern and would like to offer my condolences to the family.
May he rest in the glory of god and Ride Rangers Ride! 

Dr. Eric Schmaltz - December 16, 2020 at 01:11 PM

Donovan Reichenberger was a longtime and generous supporter of
various programs and actvities at Northwestern, as well as in the
community and across the region. He lived a full life, and he will be
missed. The Department of Social Sciences sends its condolences
to his family and friends. We seek to carry on his great legacy here
at Northwestern. -- Dr. Eric Schmaltz, Chair of Department of Social
Sciences



TZ

Timothy Zwink - December 16, 2020 at 11:37 AM

So sorry to hear of Donovan’s passing. He was very special in many
ways. He was a teacher, a scholar, a mentor, a philanthropist, and a
great friend. I will forever be grateful for that friendship. Donovan’s
absence will create an emptiness in the hearts of many, but there is
comfort in knowing that his memory will live on through his many
good works. RIP, DLR. Tim Zwink


